An Omission Corrected 


In my article, ‘‘Career Education for 
Educators’’ (March Kappan), you omitted 
the name and address of the most im- 
portant contact person, the executive 
director of the Niagara Frontier Industry 
Education Council: Dorothea Stern, 
NFIEC, 2 Pleasant Ave., Lancaster, NY 
14086. — Nancy Whitelaw. 


Tracing a Quote 


In your excellent January Diamond 
Jubilee edition of the Kappan I was 
pleased to see a very familiar set of verses. 
It begins, ‘‘College Professor: Such raw- 
ness in a pupil is a shame. . . .’’ Harold 
G. Shane, the author, states that the vers- 
es are from a forgotten source. The verses 
appeared in a 1939 issue of the Mathe- 
matics Teacher. In that issue prior credit 
was given to the Western Pennsylvanian. 
Perhaps some of your readers could trace 
it back further. It is important as edu- 
cators that we give credit when possible. I 
have quoted it for over 40 years. It re- 
mains as appropriate each year as it was 
when read to my classes in 1939. — Mrs. 


M. Stoessel Wahl, associate professor of 
mathematics, Western Connecticut State 
College, Danbury. 


Genetic Reason 


In his article ‘‘Alternative Reagans’’ 
(February Kappan), William Van Til says, 
“(Jimmy Carter] .. . was the only adult 
male in Plains, Georgia, to refuse to join 
the segregationist White Citizens’ Coun- 
cil.’’ I suspect that there were other adult 
males in Plains, Georgia, who refused to 
join the council, principally on genetic 
grounds. — David S. Ireland, assistant 
professor, Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education, Toronto. 


Piaget Viewed Anew 


In ‘‘Jean Piaget’s Contributions’’ (De- 
cember Kappan), Jerome Kagan’s ‘‘most 
basic criticism’’ of Piaget’s thought be- 
trays a clear misunderstanding of Piaget, 
logic, and ‘‘Western’’ thought. Kagan 
mistakenly contrasts ‘‘Western’’ and 
“‘non-Western’’ logic, when the real con- 
trast is between Classical and Intuitionist 
logic. Intuitionist logic is championed by a 
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vigorous minority of (primarily Dutch) 
logicians and mathematicians as well as by 
Piaget himself in the book he wrote with 
the Intuitionist logician E. Beth (Mathe- 
matical Epistemology and Psychology, 
W. Mays, trans. (Dordrecht: D. Reidel, 
1966]). 

Intuitionist logic stresses the construc- 
tive and creative role of thought. It takes a 
double negation to mean that one can 
construct a disproof of any disproof of 
some proposition, which leaves open the 
question of whether there is a proof of 
that proposition (hence the double nega- 
tion of p is not equivalent in meaning to 
Pp). 

The nonconstructive Classical logician 
disagrees: Truth is fundamental, not con- 
structability. Piaget, naturally, subscribes 
to the Intuitionist position. So both classi- 
cism and intuitionism are found in Euro- 
pean-American logic, mathematics, and 
philosophy; and both are found in Indian 
logic, mathematics, and philosophy. The 
logical view whose bare existence, so 
Kagan supposes, wrecks Piaget’s (‘‘West- 
ern’’) universality is in fact Piaget’s own 
chosen view. — Justin Leiber, Philosophy 
Department, University of Houston. 
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